
1166 TToommppkkiinnss WWeeeekkllyy    May 24

ÒThe relationship that we have
with WSKG is a much more collab-
orative and equal partnership than
what  we experienced with WEOS,Ó
says Borgella, adding that that it
makes a big difference when talk-
ing to a collaborator who asks,
ÒHow can we make this work equal-
ly for both of us?Ó

Campbell has been with WSKG
for 19 years. He says that although
the stationÕs federal and state fund-

ing had been cut this year by
$250,000,he wants to help ICR. HeÕs
even willing to alter WSKGÕs pro-
gramming schedule to insure that
ICR is providing Ithaca-area listen-
ers with the programming that
they want.

ÒThis is not so much about us
saving money right now, but to
make sure that the Ithaca commu-
nity has a lot of variety. Just
because our studio is in
Binghamton,Ó Campbell says,
ÒdoesnÕt mean we donÕt care about
the Ithaca comm unity.Ó

Typically, a radio station is

launched when itÕs been granted a
primary license by the FCC, which
accepts applications every once in a
blue moon; applicants may have to
wait as long as a decade to apply.
However, ICR was born in 2002
because Syracuse Community
Radio (SCR) was looking to sell
their broadcast license, and Lyn
Gerry, a founding board member of
ICR, convinced SCR to sell the
license to her; she even mortgaged
her house to buy it. The only catch
was that the frequency ICR bought
was a translator frequency, not a
primary frequency. This meant ICR
couldnÕt air its own material.

ICR chose WEOS in Geneva as
the signal they would re-broadcast.
Borgella says that even though ICR
had only a translator frequency at
that time, they were committed to
obtaining a primary frequency as
soon as possible. That opportunity
arrived in 2006, when the FCC
accepted applications for primary
radio frequencies.

ICR had been preparing for this
day since 2002. They applied for
four different broadcast licenses,
and spent some $100,000, including
costs associated with the applica-
tion process. ÒWe didnÕt want the
four licenses,Ó Borgella explains,
Òbut our strategy was, between our
engineers and lawyers, to craft our
bylaws to maximize the points we
would get in the FCCÕs criteria.Ó

Supporters and listeners of ICR
have much to look forward to. In
the meantime, WSKG and ICR are
working together, as are other radio
stations in the region. Whether itÕs
because of the recession, fewer lis-
teners, the Internet or the changing
face of radio today, collaboration
seems to be the name of the game.
A ccor ding to Fisc her, ÒThe
Corporation for Public
Broadcasting is encouraging col-

laborations, and the economic situ-
ations weÕve all faced have made it
more important for us to look at
how all public radio can collabo-
rate.Ó WSKG and WXXI are work-
i ng together because WXXI is able
to get HWSÕ new station, WITH FM
(Ithaca) on the air thanks to WSKG.

Fischer says WXXI would like to
collaborate with ICR. ÒWhether it
be promoting each otherÕs pro-
grams or having a table together at
GrassRoots, we are looking at ways
we can be more fiscally prudent,Ó
she says. Borgella responds,
ÒUnderstanding the big picture is
i mportant, and collaboration on
many levels is both important and a
necessity. By definition, communi-
ty radio is all about collaboration.
We look forward to also collaborat-
i ng with any other groups or enti-
t ies that want to work to empower
citizens in the use of their air-
waves.Ó

Golf Event Helps
YMCA Campers
The 18th annual YMCA Kionix
Kids-to-Camp Golf Outing will be
held on Monday, June 14, to raise
funds for the continuing effort by
the YMCA to offer financial assis-
tance for local children who would
l ike to attend camp but are unable
to meet the full cost.

Th is year the Ithaca Y antici-
pates 720 children will attend Camp
Adventure and 60 percent of the
children will have some level of
scholarship. Last yearÕs need was
$36,000.

The golf outing will be held at
CornellÕs Robert Trent Jones Golf
Course.

Call 257-0101 or go to www.itha-
caymca.com for more information.
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The beauty of Ithaca Falls was the inspiration for this year’s gift to the community from
the Liberty Hyde Bailey Garden Club. Access to the Falls was difficult, so a metal handrail
was designed and attached to a stone block and the path graded. The Liberty Hyde Bailey
Garden Club, named in honor of the Cornell horticulturist, is a group of local gardeners
who meet monthly to share their skills. Other gifts include maintaining a berm at the
Farmer’s Market, donating and planting fall bulbs at Hospicare and giving geraniums,
started and grown at Cornell, to the Veterans Hospital. From left are Ken Devine,
Raymond Benjamin, Supervisor of Streets, Department of Public Works, City of Ithaca,
Olivia White, Bob Hillman, Dave Farmer, Helen Swank and Beverly Hillman.

Garden Club Gift
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