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School districts throughout
Tompkins County districts
saw their spending plans
approved last week by vot-
ers, who also turned out to
fill school board seats in a
number of contested races.

In IItthhaaccaa, the $100.8 mil-
lion budget for 2010-11 was
passed by a two-to-one
(2,222-979) margin. Elected
to the Ithaca City School
district Board of Education
were incumbent board pres-
ident Rob Ainslie, with
1,991 votes, former board
member Judith Maxwell
(1,873) and incumbent
Bradley Grainger (1,616).
Finishing out of the run-
ning were school board can-
didates Tom Clavel (1,305
votes), Allen Lambert
(1,056) and Jonathan
Russell-Anelli (901).

Propositions 2 and 3 on
the ICSD ballot also were
approved by votes of 2,389-
866 and 2,296-898, respec-
tively. Issue 2 allows the dis-
trict to establish a reserve
fund of up to $5 million for
fiscal years 2010-15.
Unanticipated revenues
would be deposited into the
reserve fund and could be

used to support the pur-
chase and financing of
school buses and funding of
capital improvements.

Proposition 3 enables the
district to use money in the
2005 capital reserve fund for
the purchase of school
buses, road repairs at South
Hill Elementary School and
drainage improvements at
the bus garage, among
other projects.

DDrryyddeenn voters approved
a $32.9 million budget for
next year by a 772-410 vote,
and also gave the nod to
issues related to school bus
purchases (694-444) and to
an emergency stair repair
project slated for this sum-
mer (777- 345).

Dryden school board
incumbents Anderson
Yound and Perry Dewey
were re-elected, and will be
joined on the board by
Karen Pastorello.

GGrroottoonn’s district voters
approved a $17.86 million
budget for the 2010-11 school
year by a 394-249 margin.
The bus/van ballot propos-
al was approved (385-253), as
was a proposal related to
the Building Capital
Reserve Fund (392-231).

Heidi Corcoran (367

votes) and Nathan Wannall
(302) were elected to fill the
two open board of educa-
tion seats, finishing ahead
of candidates Robert Miller
(241), Linda Competillo
(156) and Patricia Hess
(131).

In TTrruummaannssbbuurrgg the
$23.1 budget was approved
easily, by a 519-293 vote mar-
gin, while incumbent Peter
Cooke (527 votes), Gary
Astles (434) and Jane
Gallagher (394) were elected
to fill the available school
board positions. Candidates
Nancy Zylich (346) and
Dolores Higareda (322) fin-
ished fourth and fifth.

Three issues on the
Trumansburg school dis-
trict ballot also were
approved, including the
school bus purchase propos-
al (495-307), the vehicle and
equipment reserve fund
proposal (490-257) and the
Ulysses Philomathic
Library proposal (486-263).

NNeewwffiieelldd’s $16.3 milion
school district budget was
approved by a 297-127 mar-
gin, while incumbents
Michelle Yaple (342 votes)
and Randolph Brown (313)
and Timothy Shultz (237)
earned three-year terms on

the Newfield school board.
Candidates Daniel Frank
(230) and Amy Heffron (112)
finished out of the run-
ning.

Newfield school superin-
tendent Cheryl Thomas is
pleased and relieved that
the school budget passed
on May 18. “We have the
overwhelming support of
the community, which is
wonderful to see. Newfield
residents care about their
school, the center of our
community, and the chil-
dren that go there,” she
says.

A proposition to author-
ize the purchase of two
school buses with funds
from the transportation
reserve was also approved,
307-124, and a library pro-
postion passed by a 270-153
margin.

In LLaannssiinngg voters
approved the $24.3 million
school district spending
plan, 522- 246 , as well as a
proposition to purchase
two school buses and an
SUV, 529-264. There were
two school board candi-
dates seeking two seats,
David Dittman (543 votes)
and Christine Iacobucci
(472).

Voters Support School Budgets

By Anne Marie Cummings

It’s been a long time com-
ing, but Ithaca Community
Radio (ICR) finally gets to
fulfill its mission of creat-
ing local radio. According
to Rene Borgella, chairper-
son of ICR’s board of direc-
tors, the Federal Comm-
unictions Com-ission (FCC)
has awarded ICR, out of a
pool of 3,600 applicants, two
additional broadcast fre-
quencies.

ICR, a volunteer organi-
zation, plans to have their
two new frequencies, serv-
ing outlying areas, on the
air by the end of the year,
and will broadcast pro-
gramming in Ithaca via
their current translator fre-
quency, 88.1 FM. Now local
listeners will continue to
get ICR’s programming at
the frequency they’re used
to.

A production and broad-
cast studio is being built at
the Clinton House, in down-
town Ithaca, for the trans-
mission of locally-produced
and syndicated program-
ming on ICR’s three fre-
quencies: W201CD 88.1 FM
(Ithaca), WRFI 91.9 FM
(Watkins Glen) and WINO
89.9 FM (Odessa). In addi-
tion to airing public radio
programs like “Democracy
Now!,” “Free Speech Radio”

and “CounterSpin,” ICR
will provide new offerings
that will include some local-
ly-produced programs.

“There's a great abun-
dance of talented and
skilled people in the Finger
Lakes region who can pro-
duce incisive, provocative
shows,” Borgella says.
“Local news shows, youth
programming, women’s
issues, veterans’ talk, eclec-
tic music — there's no
shortage of possibilities.”

A month ago, ICR learned
that it could no longer re-

broadcast the signal it’s
been receiving since 2002,
WEOS FM from Geneva,
owned and operated by
Hobart William Smith
Colleges (HWS), so the tim-
ing of the licenses from the
FCC couldn’t have worked
out better.

“WEOS had applied for a
new radio station in Ithaca
10 years ago, WITH 90.1
FM,” says Susan Rogers,
general manager at WXXI
Public Radio of Rochester,
an organization which is
now collaborating with

WEOS. “ICR knew that
once that signal went on the
air, they would have a diffi-
cult time receiving WEOS
over the air in order to
translate it.”

But Borgella says that
ICR never knew that they
would have problem receiv-
ing WEOS. According to
him, ICR’s plan, as well as
that of WEOS, was to
rebroadcast WEOS’ 89.7 sig-
nal until ICR got on the air
with its own primary fre-
quencies of WINO or WRFI.
“I was surprised about a
month ago when Ken
Campbell, manager of
Binghamton-based WSKG,
and Jeanne Fischer, vice
president for radio at
WXXI, told me that HWS’
new station, WITH 90.1 FM,
would make it very unlikely
for ICR to be able to contin-
ue to receive 89.7 for
rebroadcast.”

Campbell has offered
WSKG’s assistance to ICR
since ICR’s inception, so
Borgella contacted him to
see if there was anything
WSKG could do to help ICR
in the current situation.
That was when WSKG
stepped forward by offering
one of its signals — WSQX
— until ICR is ready to
broadcast its primary sta-
tion.
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Please turn to page 16

RReennee BBoorrggeellllaa,, left, and Ken Campbell outside of the Clinton House in
Ithaca.

            


